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SUBJECT: Propogal far Utilizing Satellite Photogrephy for Derdving
Economic Indicators

1. Becurity

This completely unclasnified proposal quite strongly implies the present
existence of high quality satellite photography and has drawn on the experience
of persommsl previcusly employed at the Cemtor to present the guality and
interprotability of this material. Such statements as "...facilities serving
the yarious transportation mefiia ... can be detected and identified in
satellite photography with reascnable correctness.” contain a far strongsr
statement of a priori mouledge than is ususlly found in comparable literature.

2. Discussion of aims
This proposal intends to:

a. Acquire from patellite phmagmphy "both specific and statistical
wormtionahmtecmoutputmﬁw‘bhmmltilm. These ereas
are deceribed as "otherwiss iuccessibh" and the information as “entirely
unavallable through other sources.”

b. "Integrate photo interpretation with ecomomic statistics.”

c. Davelop techmiques for identifying economic innovation.

4. Give attention to"both PI equipmant design and man-mechine

relationships.”

3« Discussion of methods

No ctatement is maile in tho proposal as to how the intends to
implemont items b, ¢, and 4 above. With regard to item (a), the proposal
pre-supposes the existence of "ample relisdble information on 'normal’ or
vrevious conditions in the region under study.” This would seem to conflicet
with the description of the region as "inacceasible” end the information an
"unavailable”. The proposal also assumes that this mmterial will also be
Wtommwmrmmmcmmnmmmsm
th;ctfrentphotoyapw Where thics meterial originates ic not discussed by

In the field of transpartation information the proposal seems to contradict
iteelf. It first stotes that transportation activity may be estimated by
comparing the ratioc of idle vehicles to moving ones. It then notes that as
thismyraﬂ.ectm]ytmorsryccnﬂiﬁommthartbnncmﬁimﬂngtmnﬂs,m
should have seqmtinlpho‘bogmmmbnevwmmkaorso. It then
admits that this would be mtieabwcmplax"amrnm by saying that
ats:lnwlecanmarisanofthia photogra.plvwithlaatyearsmﬂdbe"usam
but not conclusive.” LT o o s 1, .,.i
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